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1 . EMBASSY APPRECIATES RECEIVING TEXT OF AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL (AI) PRESS RELEASE, WHICH NOT AVAILABLE 
HERE. WE FIND ONLY ONE OR TWO SMALL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
EMBASSY REPORTING AND AI PRESS RELEASE IN REGARD TO 
QUESTIONS OF FACT (AS DISTINGUISHED FROM OPINION OR 
INTERPRETATION). 

2. DIFFERENCES WOULD SEEM TO BE LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING: 

A. AI STATES "DEPENDENTS BEING TRIED ON A WIDE RANGE 

OF CHARGES, INCLUDING OFFENSES AGAINST STATE SECURITY AND 
INCITEMENT TO CIVIL STRIFE." CHARGES AS PUBLISHED HERE 
TO INCLUDE INCITEMENT TO CIVIL STRIFE BUT NOT RPT NOT 
"OFFENSES AGAINST STATE SECURITY." HAD THERE BEEN SUCH A CHARGE, 

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD, PRESUMABLY, HAVE TAKEN CASE DIRECTLY 
TO STATE SECURITY COURT (OR SO DEFENSE BELIEVES). 

B. AI STATES DECISION TO TRANSFER CASE TO STATE 
SECURITY COURT HIGHLIGHTS CASE AS POLITICAL ONE AND 
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FOLLOWS A NUMBER OF PROCEDURAL IRREGULARITIES. IF 
PROCEDURAL IRREGULARITIES REFER TO COURTROOM PROCEDURE, 

WE ARE NOT AWARE THAT THIS IS THE CASE. (FOR DEPARTMENT'S 
INFORMATION, EMBASSY HAS RETAINED SERVICES OF A RESPECTED 
TUNISIAN LAWYER WITH WHOM WE ARE CONSULTING FREQUENTLY 
ON QUESTIONS OF PROCEDURE IN UGTT TRIALS TO INSURE THAT 
OUR REPORTING IS AS ACCURATE AS POSSIBLE; AND WE HAVE 
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SO FAR NOT COME ACROSS ANY CLEAR CUT PROCEDURAL IRREGU- 
LARITY.) IF PROCEDURAL IRREGULARITY REFERS TO ALLEGATIONS 
OF POLICE TORTURE OR MALTREATMENT, SUCH CHARGES HAVE 
BEEN MADE-AS WE HAVE REPORTED. 

C. AI STATES ACHOUR AND 10 MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE HAVE BEEN HELD IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT SINCE 
THEIR ARREST. THIS WOULD APPEAR TO BE A QUESTION OF 
DEFINITION. ELEVEN BEING HELD IN SEPARATE CELLS, WHEREAS 
OTHER DEPENDENTS ARE BEING HELD IN LARGER GROUPS. OUR 
UNDERSTANDING FROM DEFENSE IS THAT ELEVEN HAVE ACCESS 
TO LAWYERS, RADIO AND TV AND REGULAR EXERCISE PERIODS. 
(FOR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION RSITJDSUX WITH WHOM WE ARE 


INREGULAR CONTACT,HAS NOT COMPLAINED TO EMBASSY ABOUT 
SOLITARY CONFINEMENT.) 

3. WHILE THIS WOULD SEEM TO BE THE EXTENT OF POSSIBLE 
DISAGREEMENT ON FACT. IT WOULD APPEAR TO US THAT AI 
MAY HAVE JUMPED TO CONCLUSIONS IN SAYING THAT SOUSSE 
COURT "HAS DECIDED" TO TRANSFER CASE TO STATE SECURITY 
COURT. SOUSSE COURT CAN STATE ITS OPINION THAT THIS IS 

A SECURITY CASE, BUT ONLY MINISTRY OF JUSTICE CAN TRANSFER 
A CASE TO STATE SECURITY COURT. IN FACT, GOVERNMENT 
HAS APPEALED SOUSSE COURT DECISION TO TUNISIAN COURT OF 
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CASSATION (SUPREME COURT), AND GOVERNMENT'S OWN PRESS 
STATES THIS BEING DONE IN EFFORT TO RETURN CASE TO 
CIVIL COURTS. IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBASSY, 

NEITHER THE DEFENSE NOR POLITICAL OPPOSITION HAVE 
CHARGED THAT GOVERNMENT MANIPULATED SOUSSE COURT'S 
DECISION. (FOR DEPARTMENT'S INFORMATION, THEREIS MOUNTING 
EVIDENCE THAT SOUSSE COURT DECISION HAS CAUSED THE GOVERN- 
MENT CONSIDERABLE CONCERN, ALTHOUGH WE SHOULD BE EX- 
TREMELY CAREFUL NOT TO BE CATEGORICAL IN THIS REGARD 
UNTIL ALL THE RETURNS ARE IN. IN ANY CASE, DEFENSE 
STATES TO US PRIVATELY THAT THEY ARE PLEASED WITH SOUSSE 
COURT'S DECISION.) 

4. DEFENSE LAWYERS HAVE TOLD US THEY HAVE FILED SPECIFIC 
CHARGES AGAINST INDIVIDUALS WHO THEYBELIEVE TO HAVE 
BEEN GUILTY OF VIOLENCE TO CERTAIN DEPENDENTS DURING 
DETENTION. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER AI AWARE OF THIS, 

SINCE DEFENSE LAWYERS HAVE MADE NO PUBLIC STATEMENT IN 
THIS REGARD. BUT ALLEGATIONS OF TORTURE OR MALTREAT- 
MENT HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN THE TUNISIAN PRESS AT LENGTH. 

WE ARE PREPARING A REPORT ON THIS ASPECT OF THE CASE, 
INCLUDING GOVERNMENT'S REFUTATION THAT HAS JUST AP- 
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PEARED IN ALL PAPERS, IN A TELEGRAM THAT DEPARTMENT 
WILL RECEIVE SHORTLY. 

5. IF DEPARTMENT FINDS ANY OTHER APPARENT DIFFERENCES, 

PLEASE ADVISE. 

KING 
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